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alotild he pot marey her dnd secure the
ftortune? He spoke of the plan to his
| father, who earnently seconded (£, and

by,

_ At that very fime came réverses to tie
S = 4 m# that swept away thelr fortune

_I:.lhit she =
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of Wife

UILTY," sald the jury at Ba-
tavia, N. Y., yesterday after-
noon, nfter twenty odd hours'
deliberntion.

“We find Howard O. Ben-

Bam gullty of the murder of his wife, ¥Flor-
ence.”

These Jurors are sober-minded men, who
felt the responsibility of thelr solemn
oaths. Lomg they welghed the eonilicting
evidence before Them. The balance foll:

"U‘ﬂll}'."

It wos o quarter past ous o'clock yester-
day afternoon when the Jury re-entered the
eonrt room and told Jastiee Laughlln they
Had agréed upon a verdlet.

The Court Room Jammed.

The court mom was crowiled: fammed
with nervons, exclted, palpitating speota-
tors, who, knowing of one tragedy, felt

« themselves upon the threshold of another.
There wis no more room for any one in
the eonrt, but around Its doors pressed the
strugzling, noldy throug, striving for en-
trunce, as the Jurors, with gtern faces and
~white, seated themselves in the box.

“Lloge those dovrs,” sald Justlce Lawegh-|

I, severely. ‘“‘Let the people be gwist.”

The nolse wes stilled, Benhom, thls man
who has long generations of good Ameriean
blood 1n bis velns, séat#d bimsolf among
kis, learned lawyers who have fought so
ably for his life. Plainly, Benham s
puffering then the toriures that the law Is
too tereiful to order. Hisctrorution is the

lightning's flagk. Beoham was belng
racked on the slow moving wheels of his
ronsciencr.

Beoham's Fnee Like Granite.
He locked at the jurors, he might as *vell
have looked on faces of stone. His own
face was one of granite, hard, .white, cold,
but of granite ent Ioto an expression of
gnutternble horror,
He arose. the conrt was as still as the
tomb to which his just jurors were about
to condemn lhim, .

“Haye yon agreed upon a verdict?” asked
the Justlee.

“We hnve, your Henor,” answered the
foreman, Grove Whitnoy.

“How gay you? Do you find ‘he prisoner

ity of the muprdér whereof he stands 'n.

leted? Or not gullty?

Whitney, full of emotlon, doing his duis,
plthough hls duty filled him with 1his
‘smotion, scareely whispered:

As from a Trompet.

“Gullty.*"

In that still, tomb-like ecourt It sounded
as from a trumpet. | Henring the fatefual
‘word, the crowds of people Ifi the room be-
gnn to murmor.  The Juostlee angrily, It
one can say a Justlee ls sngry, :_ﬁ%peﬂ
‘them  “quiet” with his gavel. Benham
bad loaned forward In his chalr to eateh
the foreman’s utterance. His jaws were
set.  He heard It

“Guilty.,” He chewed a vud of tobaocco
Gereely, but he did not seem fo, renlize the
dreadinl Import of the word.

“Poll the jury,” Justlce Langhlin ordered,
Dne by one thelr names were ealled, and
; of the twelve answered “'Gullty,”
while the death echo sounded ln Benham's

vew @ @ of the jurors were so touched
secause they had to sentenee this Ane young
Amerionn to death that thelr velees trom.

1]

ied in their rerdiet, ©One jnror, Robert
= Peck, shed tenrs. Benham then seemed
rundod,

Holt from a Clear Sky.
fenyYou wish the usual two days before sen-
Bf Mee Is pussed?” asked Justice ‘Laughlin
e 1T Mackey, one of Benham's lawyers.
. Your Honor so pleases,” sgswered
Jawyer. He, sll Uis associntes, the
¢ thoer illmwh‘, had eomaidered that every
» ‘nt of, the loug drawn ont consultation
% & jurors was most hopeful to them.
?m ‘ _sxpectsd perhaps acquittal, certainiy
..'I'ilmﬂwm-ut. The verdlet was a bolt
4 the clear sky of their hopes.
the  “gy Raturday morning for sentencing
A% jafendant,” sald the Justice. Benham
¥ g, his face was bleached whiter than
- B . His knees shouli, she tottered, |t
© omed that he would fall. His lawyer
¥ pported him, and when Be got into the
@ fresh alr revived 'hhm.,
“Will you appenl?' his lawyers were

““Maost, certalnly,” they answered unani-
carty the case to the

T Iy: “wo will
Bighe o

sosalps In the ¢ourtroom sald that the
majority of the jury were for convietion
tlmast from the first.

CHAPTER L
How a Wife Was Won.

hils Is the tale of haw Benham met hls
slender glrl wife, and, securing heér affec-
tlop, and aimost believing for a time that
he loved her and not ber money alone,
warried her. Morpover, It la a tule of
baptrangement, of & wife's affection scorned
anil slighted, of weariness, then hate, then
& desire to supplant the wife with another,
and then &an awfal death.

the Bénhams and the Touts. The place is
¥ gloepy. qulet little town, of old-fashloned
tonor and simple wars; a place, where none
X il think that tragedy and crime couid
ey enter.

Hlgrence Tout was the posthumous child
o, u thrifty Engllshman who well pro-
flidet for the futnre of his' daughter. She
. grew up, a gentle, shy, affectionate crea-
lure. not prétty, yet with a eertaln cling-
ng attractlveness. She wias nearly six-
leen before young Howard 8. Benham be.
Jun to notice her,

A Girl's Faney Crnught,

The son of a hop grower, In comfort-
Sule clrgumstances, young Bmham  was
Jevernl years the senlor of the mirl. He
Vus 8 coarse-grained, hard-drinking feliow,
‘ho gloried In the pessibilities of maklog
y ‘stir amomg the young people of the
" jewn with spending mouey that his father
iy geve him, and who glorled, too, In
elng a, favorite with ihe villuge girle.
And’ shy, almost homely liftle Florence,
Cwith the perversity of mnny another girl
if goodness and purity, felt a thrill of
growing afection for the reckless youth,
Hisow 1t, recognized It for he was of a
Find that knew well the sign of affection
N oh woman's eves.

Wil drove bath father and son to elose

sralts for even a bare subsistence. Hows

¥ril_became a tloket speculator, hotel clerk,
rond clerk

eyed him shyly, with affection
V ever drenmt that she showed.
~Apd one day the comprehenslon of some-

more than satisged eripmph over n
womin's beart enme to him. Florenee in
ber own right was worth $40,000. Why

oourtship promptly began. He was al-
a rone, nlthofigh but rwenty-three,
£ pUer avas snv pacieht of thie,

Mother Pleaded In Valm.
sxteenyeloll eaill wos Stpreme

CHAR FOR BENHAN

After More Than Twenty Hours™ Deliberation, the
Jury Finds the Batavia Banker Guilty

Murder.

vengeance, and, with no attempt to pleage
or paclfy the giri's friends. He completely
lgnored "them, and when he lentned that
the mother would never consent t0 A mar-
ringe, Induced the girl to slope. The for-
tane of $40,000 was then In his bands, and
he and his fnther begnn to speculate with
it, and to lose It

18 flecting feeling for her, that ke had
almost mistaken for love, now vanished
He resumed his old-time assoclations, and
the child-wife became heart-broken, and
mors than once packed up her few per-|
gonal belongings, declaring that she wonld
return home, But Hls persuasive power
compelled her to remalo.

With a longing hops she felt that per-
haps the touch of & hLaby's fingers would
reunite them, but the lope was In valn
He wonld not love her, and she could but
Enld the little walf agalost bher broken

eart.

CHAPTER 1L

How a Gharmer Appeared.

While the negleeted wife had been striv-
g so falthfully to win back her husband’s
| lost affections, and leoking with bope de-
farred for an answering love lght to glow
in hiy coid oyes, he had seen another
woman who was mere 1o him sthan shy
and far from pretty Flerence bad ever|
been, His love for this other woman made |
him forget the ordinary dissoloteness. of
his lfe. It was a foscinatlon such as
sometimes selzes upon even the most aban-
doped men.
| Testimony glven nt the trinl showed the
| profoundness of# his fascluation for this
other woman, who weas of a bold and strik.

TEN MORE IMMORTALS.

Edmond de Goneourt's Will Provides for
a Rival for the Academie
Francaise.

Paris, July 2Z0.—The wlill of the late
Edmond de Goneourt ecame before the
Court of Probate to-day for constructlon.
The court will give judgment on August 4.

After providing for the payment of &
number of legncles, the wiil denls with the

De Goneourt' Acadomle, whieh, faithful to

the promise be made to his brother,
crentes with the bulk of hls properiy.

The Academie Is designed to nld young
men of talent. Politielans, the nobillty,
poets and functionaries are to be execluded,

Eight of the ten lfe members are Jdesig-
pated In the will. They are MM, Alphouse
Daudet, Huysmians, Mirabean, Rosny, Sr.,
Rosny, Jt., Henrlgoe P. Margueritte and G.
Gelfroy.

The will provides also for an anununl prize
of 5,000 francs to be awarded by the acade-
miclans to the author who they consider
bas during the twelve months produced
the best novel or work on history, aesthet-
les, erndltion, or the best book of tiles:

The testator exprespes the hope that thig
will be called the Prix de Goncoort.

RIVER HER ONLY HOPE.

In Despair at Hearing Her Children Cry
Vainly for Food, Lena Cheral-
stin Seeks Death.

he

Her busbiand had deserted bher; she had
no maonéy to buy her children food, and
rather than seée them hungry, Lena Cheral-
stin preferred denth.

About 12:30 p. m, yesterday the poor
mother, pearly crazed with sufferlng and
anxiety, and driven to desperntion by her
Dables' cry for food, left her mliserable
home, at No, 227 Cherry gtreet. Some of

| Ing style of bDeauty,

her neighbors saw her ran toward Pike

EYTAR VESSELS
FOR BOLD HUNTERS

Hundreds Will Sail North
in a Refitted
Collier.

PASSENGER STEAMERTOO

The City of Seattle Will
Probably Be Chartered
for One Trip,

GOING OVER THE PASS,

These Vessels Will Only Take
Their Passengers to Juneau
for the Mountain Route.

WILL TRY TO USE HORSES.

Two Hundred of Them WIll Go Up on
the Willimette in the Hope That
They Can Be Used in Packing

Supplies Into the Gold Fields.

Bnn Franclseo, July 20.—8o0 great has the

dred second-class tickets have been sold at
Puget SBound polnts, and there Is n great
demand for tickets on the part of those
who are eager to reach the shores early.

Captnin Holmes will be In charge of the
WHlimette when she salls on Saturday,
and o large throng Is expected at the
wharf. The Paclfic Coast Steamsahlp-{lom-
pany 18 mlso making arrangements to se-
care other bonts to dispatph from Puget
Bound. Among the vessels thnt may be en-
gaged Is the steamer Clty of Seatile, be-
longing to the Northern Prelfie Rallroad
Company. Bhe I1s n passenger boat and
has ample accommodatlons for o large
number of prople.

CANADA EXACTS DUTY.

Customs Officers and Constables Going
Up to Dyea to Assist the Mounted
Police in Collecting It.

Vietorta, B, 0., July 20.—There Iz o' crowd
of Indlgnant gold seekers ln town. Two
hundred of them ecame from Seatile with
thelr outfits to take the steamer Islander
for Dyea. Arriving here, they found that
not 8 pound of goods would be allowed to
enter the Kloudyke district without paying
the regulur Canadlan duty,

Some of them declded upon payment of
the duty here, but others are golng with
the expectation of evading the custemns offi-
cers. This s hardly possible, as the cus-

toms oticers are golug up on the Islander,
accompanled by a force of constables, who
will asslst the mounted pollee now thers to
enforee the laws.

MRS. SCHWATKA’S FEARS:

She Says the Alaska Mountain Passes
Are Strewn with the Skeletons of
Unfortunate Prospectors.

Benton Hurbor, Mleh, July 20.—The
widow of Lientenant Schwatkn, the Arctie
explorer, belug Interviewed here concern.
ing the Klondyke gold reglons; which coun-

demand for transportationdto the gold felds

try she has repeatedly visited with her

WKINLEY TAKN
) 6000 AEST

Pouring Rain Helps Him
to Attain His Heart's
Desire.

DhlLY A FEW CALLERS

PresidentWill Review Troops
_at Fort Ethan Allen and
Visit Isle Lamotte.

MRS. M'KINLEY IS PLEASED.

She Admires the Manner in
Which Her Apartments

Were Decorated.

PLANS DEPEND ON WEATHER.

Band Forbidden to Play “Hail to the
Chief'—Vice-President Hobart
to Join the Party Next
Tuesday.

By Julius Chambers.
Champlaln, Biull Point,

Hotel

—
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The Treasure Ship Portland About to Depart from Seattle for Klondyke.
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“I'tl have her for some future tlmw-.“[
snld he once, und thos, In an unguarded |
moment, did he lay bare the dark piot that |
be had already outllned In his mind, |

“JInt rou've got a wife' said the one
with whom be spoke, who was startled hy |
a threatening Intonation In  Benliam's
volce, Benhnm reallzed that he had made
o mistake, bat tried to pass It off with
careless effrontery,

his other woman In the case,
Wiard, looms In the bhackgrosnd As a pot-
tentous figure. Ferhaps, unconasclous her-
self of how ler Influence over Benham wis
hurrylog the teagedy to Its awful end, she|
wns none the less a prime, even though to
gome extont unwitting. character In the
drama.

Whether or not she enred for the man as
he cared for her, swhether she accepted hls
attentlon as a flattery whase Intoxicated
quality her nature comld not resist, or
whether she was but a shallow, heartleas
woman who enjored to toy with o man's
heart ke & plaything, will never be known.

But Benham loved her, snd In the end
thrallment of that love he felt that every-
thing ealee must give way. With Florence
alive, he could not completely poasess the
other: and therefore It was that Florence
had to die.

Mary

CHAPTER HL
How a Woman Was Killed.

The tragedy of the child-wife's life con-
tinued when she became & woman. Her
child, a boy, grew up through babyhood
&nd began to toddls by her gide and prattle
in her sara. Her love and affection made
ber ar times forget the ¢coldness and cruelty
of her husband. Yet the haunting shodow
poon Tell back across her [lfe's pathway.
Had she defled bhim or gqoarrelled with
him he wonld not have loathed her as he
dld. The love and longlng in the golemn
e{m thnt dum'b]dr pieaded for love's recog-
nitlon maddensd him, having no love to
give In return, And then came the awful,
audden end.

Poor Mrs, Tout told at the trinl with
trembliru; llps of that Iast night of her
fdaonghter’s life, BShe told of hew, hearlng
the baby ery. she went to her daughter's
T t the door she met Benhaoy fully
drossed, even th his hat.  She retyrned to
er ¢wn room and awoke, hearing volcés.
“Howard, I don't see what you wiant me
to tnke that for.”™ The volée was pleading,
Then became clear and strong, 'Ok,
Howard, that medlelne was too strong: It
was tod sipong.’”

Then In o Iille while she was summoned

to her danghter's side, and found her
dying. Bettham was walking excitedly
about wlith a look that was half anxlety
and haif relisf. In a short wlille the poor
little wife was dend,
It was not the firet time that Benham
tad tried to Induce his wife to take medi-
cliiie, agalnst her will, but on the previous
aecaglon she had reststed his desire. But
at length his scheming had proven success-
fol, and thé woman who had ylelded up ta
gim ll;;rr fortune had now ylelded up to %lm
er life

CHAPTER _ IV.
How a Man Was Tried.

A closely contested murder trlal Is one
of the most exciting of all possible Beenes.
There Is terse er?m:tnner in the very alr.
The audlenes In enser; quiet. The man
whaose life is the stake for which the gladi-
ators are hattling (s usually calm, as it not
realiging the full extent of what the ver-
diet means, 5 s
There were many dramatlc Teafures In
the trial, and through it all Benha
esol, eallm and debonnnire,

flr to

hat' n ver

smiled. At tlmea be spoke
St Conil By any pasistiliey be brousle i
i rought in
listened without %mlth-

i b!!%\‘
ﬁ to m:mte’m:wu: thnt old of his nd
st mediclne o bis wie agalust ber|
¥y A i

street and turn down there In the direction
of the river, but they pald no attention to
her. Down at the dock a longshoreman
who wns working there notlced her queer
nctions. She seemed to be fleelng from
somebody, he thought, so he spoke to Of-
fleer Boll, of the Madisom street statlon,
who was standing npear. The policeman
watehed the woman for a few moments,
then waulked toward ler. Just ‘as he
redebed her ghe started, as though nbout
to jump nto the water. She fonght flercely
to be allowed to kill herself.

At the station house she became calm and
was taken from there to BEssex Mnrket
Canrt, where she told a sad story of want.

Last Tuesday, she sald, her husbapd de-
sorted her nnd her three little children.
She was pennlless; ‘they were starving.
Their ories yesterday maddensd her; her
Bead felt ae though It wonld burst,
rin out Into the street to breathe, then to
the water. It fagcinnted her; It looked so
cool; she thought It wonld soothe her burm-
ing temples.

1 wns not .%Dh'g to &ill myself, Jndge,"
she plended. The polleeman thought diMer-
cnfbly, and Magistrate Brann agreed with
him. He commlitted ber to the care of the
Oammissloners of Charities, gnd she wns
gent to the insane pavilion nt Bellevune Hos-
pltal, to be held for ¢xnmlnatlon.

Bhe |

of Alagka become that the Paclfic Const
Steanishlp Company has ‘deelded to send
atother stegmar to the Far North. The
compiny selected the Willlmette, an 'Im-
mense. steam barge for that porpome, and
hos chartered her from the Oregon Imey
pravement Company. She-is o colller and
(arrived from Seattle yestorday with a
|enrgo of conl. Tt was immediately s
| chiirgedl nt the Beale street bunkers. Pro.
| puratlons were then begun to reconstruct
the vessel to nccommodnte pnssengers.
She wns taken to Broadway wharf and
a large force of men are at work night and
|day fitting her with bunks. The steamer
| “I sall for Juneaun and Dyea on Satnr-
lday next at 4 o'clock. She will earry ahount
forur hundred passengers fron here and o
quantity of frelght. At Puget Sound points
ntiout seven hundred and BTiy [assengers
will be taken on, and aslso two hundred
horses, Intended for work on the teall and
at the mines. At ptesent there are only
accommodntions for sixty eabln passen-
gers, *hut when the vessel ls altered she
wlll be able to earry aboul three hundred
firgt-cliss pnasengers. Already five hun-

H. G, Benham, the Batavia Banker Found Gailty of Wife Mutder.

Guilty of %illing bls wife with prussic acld. Thus the verdlet of the jury yes-
ation of twent

terday, after thefr delibe
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hrlnp-n man once of wenlth

husband, declared that the Government I July 20.—President McEKinley has passed a

should stop the tlde of imnlgrants pour-
ing Into the gold flelds In Alaska. She saye
that the mountalt passes nre strewn with
the skeletons of unfortunate miners who
perizshed from. either cold, heat, malaria
or starvation, while trying to reach the
golden region,

SCHOOL TEACHER IN LUCK,

He Went to the Gold Fislds Over the
Canadian Route and Brought Out
$30,000 in Nuggets.

San  Franclsco, July 20.—The latest ar-
vival from  the Klondyke iy Albert D,
Gray, formerly a school teacher In Grand
Raplds, Mich. Mr. Gray got here yester-
day, bringlng $30,000 In nuggeis,

He says he s the first man who went to

Dawson via the Stlekeen River route. He
predicts that this will soon he the fa-
vorite route to the gold dlggings. Ie says

that the entire Northwest Is Interested’ In
the report that thesCanadion Government

Ils contemplinting the bulldlng of a rallrond
from  Telegraph Creek to  Lake ‘Teslin.
From thls Inke to Dawson Clty theru
waotld, be clear nayigatlon if the rocks on
the Tukon 200 mlles above Dawson were
blasted out,

MAILS FOR ALASKA.

The United States Will Have a Monthly
Service Overland Between Circle
‘City and Juneau.

Ban F[ranclsco, July 20.—Arrangements
bhave been completed for carryhg  the
United States mall monthly between Ju-
nean and Clrele Clty, Aluska. Carrlers
will leave ench end of the line on or about
the firat of eaeh month. The carrlers are
P. (. BRichnrdson, F. W, Hoyt, J. N. De-
mars, G. . Shoul and John Brauer.

The arrangement applies only to United
States mall addressed to Clrele “Clty and
othet polnts In Alaska. The mall is made
up at Junenu and ﬁmm throngh to Clrele
Tty In a senled sack whileh miay not under
any elrenmstances be opened in transit.

Forty Mlle, Fort Cndal}:!. Dawson Clty
and other polnts In the Klondyke conntry
are in the Dominlon of Canada and any
meall addressed to these polnts will nat e
ineladed. ]

Plrate Story Regnrded as a Joke.

Ean Franclsco, Cal., ‘Joly 20.—At the
Chinese Consylate the story that an expe-
dltlon has been organlzed by Chiness E;i.
rotes for the purpose of waylaying the
steamer Portland on her way down from
the Arotie with the $2,000,000 or more of
gnld, which she Is expected to bring, Is re-
garded as a Joke.

Taking Out $1.800 n Day.
San Franclses, Cal, July 20.—Mrs: Mitoh-
ell, of thix city, sister of Jercme Modden,

the Innd agent for the Southes Faclie
Rullrond, recolved a lotter to-day from her
son, who went to fhe Klondyke récently.
e writes that he ls taklng out $1,800 a
day from his claim.

| qulet day sinee Lls-arrival at 7 o'elock this
morning. e ks uot been out of the
hotel, owlng to the luclement weather, and
only Le Grand Cannon has ecalled upon
nfm, )

Raln fell until 4 o'clock this afternoon,
and plans for n carrlage ride were aban-
doned. No definite ldeas exlst for to-mor-
row, everything belng contingent upon the
weather,

The speclal traln carrying the TPresl-
(dential party ran from Albany to Sariatoga
thronpgh the raln and darkness. ‘On regch-
Ing the Spa the train was slde-tracked and |
remalined mearly three hours under the |
shed, after which it proceeded to Biuf
Point. The pretty bine and red stone
rallrond statlon at this place was dovor-
ated” early this miorning when the Presl
dentinl train arrived.

Mr. 3. Wi Burdiek, of the Delaware & |
Hudson Compnny, and 0. D, Beavey, the
hotel manager, weltomed the Presldent
and Mrs. MeEinley and escorted them to a
clased careinge. Rain wne falling, and the
drive. throngh the extensive grounds of
this property was made withont any ap-
preclation of fs heauties. Bo dense wos
the gurrounding mist that the near-by rarige
of Adirondack hills was hidden and the
Vermont shore conld not be seen ncross the
Inke,

President and Mrs. McKinley were con-
dueted to thelr apartments in the southers
wing of the building, Thelr siltes eon-
slated of three rooms and bath, The bhed-

{'?om wag furnished and decorated In Hgnt
e

“How thoughtfull’” exclaimed Mrs, Me-
Kinley, ns she lopked abont her while her
mald was' remoying her hat and wraps.
“Thls apartment {8 inmished In my favor-

lte color. 1 am deilghted.

The Flrst v oof the Land was in ex-
collen #pirite. Brealkfat was erved In the
President's aggiment, General and Mrs.
Alger and th¥ rest of the party taking
their worning menl in the publie hall,

Prestdent MeKlnléy made his appearanee

in - {he coreldornt 30:30, and without for-
mallty greeted everyliody known to hiwm.
Az he sanntered through the parlor the
Twenty-firat  Reglment Band played n
marel composed  for the ocension by Ita
legder, entitled “Washington to Cham-
pinin. "

HEall to the Chief" ls forbldden during
the stay of the Chief Executive.

Presldent Is Pleased.

President McKinley sgald to your eorre-
spondent:

“uf nm glad we nre hers safely. It looks
promising for peal, qulet enjoyment. 1
never was much of a fisherman, but this
appeats to be a good place to eateh sonie-

thing. I bn[lm I htven't caught a cold, and
don’t think | have. I have no plans beyond
going to Fort Eehnn Allen, at Burllngton

I'inns outhned fully i to-day’s Journn
aro likely to be carrled out,

Vipe President Hobart wlll leave New
York on Tuesdny morning next and joln
the Fresident here that evening,
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STAONG A CLUB
FOR BISS PLATT

He Favors the Mayor's
Renomination in Or-
der to Beat Worth.

BOOM GROWS STEADILY.

Meantime the City's Ex-
ecutive Seems -to Have
Ceased Declining to Run.

A WALL OF SILENCE NOW

Al His Friends Willing to Join
with Platt and Enter
Him for the Race.

OFFICE-HOLDERS VERY EAGER.

Low Is Known to Have Told Mr
Strong That It Is. His Duty
to Run—Will He
Yield ?

M.

Peeoeees s teIoIes e sreted >

FIRST, REFUSAL,

Under no elecumstances will T be.
rome a candidate for Mayor of Greater
New York.—Mayor Strong In a récent
loterview.

NOW, SILENCE.

I am determined not to answor noy
juestion whetevor on the subject of the
Mayoralty  nomination.—Mayor Strong
in an Interview yEkterdny.

NEXT, CONSENT?

}
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Mayor Strong was met by a Journal pe-
porter on the 6 p. m. express train: from
Richficld Springs lnst evenlng and asked If
under any olrcamgtanees he would accept
the Mavoralty nominatlon by the united
Republicans shouid It be tendered him, e
posttively declined to counsider the question
lu any form, and to thls determination he
firmly adhered.

From thly It ls geen that Mr. Strong has
forsaken the yalley of absolute refusal to
epter the race, and has taken a stand on
the mountain of silence, Whatever he
may have said in the past or refralns from
anying In the present, politlelans, Republl-
can and Reform, now regard bim as an ex-
geeding probable candidnte for renotina-
tlon. i

The officeliolders of his administration
are for him, but the faet that he has de
clared thatl he would.not accept & noming-
tlon and has Indorsed the.Seth Low maove-
ment has placed hls friends outside of the
administration In an embarrassing posl-
tion, Kind words are belng sald of Mayor
Strong by the leaders of the Ph\t_t moehlne,
Thongh Flatt deemg both the Mayor and
Mr. Low politleal evils, he regards Mam
Strong as the Jesger of the two. For t
venson, as alrendy pointed oufin thisnews
paper, the Collls dinner given to a com-
pany of Platt and anti-Platt politicians &
significant, The farr that County Chnlr-
man Quige, who Is Platt's representaiive
It the local machine, had only the kindll-
est criticlsm to make of Mavor ISt‘rongn
adminlstration, (ndleates thot the “Uncosy
Boss' may take np Mayor Stropg us 4
candidate with whom to prevent the noml-
nittlon of Beth Law.

Platt Men's Favor.

Mayor Btrong's eclosest friends
vigsers have by no means, given up hope
that e will be the compromise nomluce,
on # fasion ticket. The case of Mr.. Stron
{s being looked at from three polnts ‘of
view, I"irst, the out and out Citlzens
Unlon Low men say that he mus not be
regarded as o eandidute; that s state-
ment made lpst June muft be necepted asg
fiunl. Seeond, Mayor Strong's appointees
regard hlm as the logleal nomince. T rd,
the Piatt men look at him as un dvaliable
compromise candidite, ond for that rea-
gon are beginning to repudiate Qm harsh
things they haye sald of him, Where be-

and ad-

fore they found faults ln his adeministra-
tion, mow they are finding many Ings to
admire. Platt belleves that It Is yet too

tly com-

early to moke auy atatement direc

mitting the machine to Muayor Su-on*. an
none of the machine lenders 15 willing to
declare for him In advance of a tip from
the “hoss."’

When asked yesterday whether be he-
lioved that Mayar Strong wae a eandldnte,
Willlam Brookfield, former Commissioner
of Publle Works, and Ieader of the antl-
Platt factlon, wrote the following reply:
“[¢ T were to advocate Mayor Stron for
Mayor of Greater New York I shonld feel
that 1 were helplog to plnce him fn a false
positlon before the sommunity, becanse L
do not belleve he would accept 4 Bom-
Ination." "

Senator Frank B. Payey, one of the
Mayor's warmest supporters, sald: I do
not belleve that the Mayor I8 o candidate.
I Heed a talk with him In June, and I under
stand from what he sald that be d'd dot
want a renominstion.” E

John D, Clark, seeretary of the Cliisens
Unlon, sald: “Mayor Strnnx hias stoted
that he Is not 0 eandinte, and he bas been
taken at his word."”

“Hut suppose Lo stiould become a candl-
date, whnt would the Citizens' Unlon do#”

“We are wholly commifted to Seth Low,™
was the reply.

Low Says It's His Puty.

Notwithstinding the foet that the ean-
vass for Mr. Low las progressed with

nter or less sucgess for two months, It
a known that he has written n letter to
Mayor Sl‘mng In  which, among otler
things, he told the Mayor that he regarded
him as the logical nowminee, and belleved
that It was hig duty to sccept o momina-
tion should it be t(‘nllerra({ to him,

Mr. Low I8 known further to have de-
clared to the Mayor that the reformeg wililch
he Las accomplished during hig ddminlstra.
tion and the Improvements which bave
been made In the lapt three yedrs mllg
warranted the conclusion that he shoul
¢optinue in the good work, On' the day
thint this letter was recelved, enrly In
June, Mayor atmngg, not to be outdone In
enernsity, reiterated his declaration for

1, Low. _

Piatt has virtually given np all hope that
Comnelius N. Bllss will accept a nomina-
tlon. He will advoente Strong's nominatian
ds soon as the conditlon of afalpe war-
rants the bellef that by lndnnlag him the
enndidaey of Seth Low can be _egntul.

Tn this project the Mayor's © o ap-
polnteas sre willlng parties. It means
more to them that the Magyor shall be re
nomluated than it does to any others.
Thelr continnance in the official positions
whiel they oecupy depends, of course, en-
tirely on [hu Mayor's pcceplance of & re-
mmfnlt[on and his election. '

Every one of the Mayor's friends, from
Willlam Brookfield down through gnre' %l-u

Ju ready to Indorse Mr. Strong T8
n'&ayor ﬁt reater New York aud hecc_m;n
partners with Pintt In so doing, should
finy hiteh ocour in the Citlzens’ Union
canvass for Seth Low, It moy be posl-
tively stated, also, that they are advoentes.

1 trotg has Indorsed Him than '
ﬁﬁﬂ?_&;“&u“, ﬁ.h:r president of %
Tiimbia would ake te betier sun &
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of Mr. Low's nominatlon, more bempo_l
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